
Abstract  in  inglese  del  progetto  (Replacement  of  Contentious  Inputs  in  organic
farming Systems - Acronimo RELACS)

The overall objective of RELACS is to foster development and facilitate adoption of cost-
efficient and environmentally safe tools and technologies, to phase out the dependency on
and use of contentious inputs in organic farming systems. RELACS will reduce the use of
copper and mineral oil , manure from conventional farms, provide alternatives to excessive
use of anthelmintics in small ruminants, reduce antibiotic use in dairy cattle and moderate
reliance on synthetic vitamins in cattleand poultry production.
To pursue this aim, (i) RELACS will provide a comprehensive overview of the current use
of  and  critical  evaluation  of  the  need  for  external  inputs  in  organic  plant  and  animal
production. We aim to (ii) bring far developed (TRL≥6) alternatives to copper, mineral oils,
and anthelmintics to the market, (iii) extend the use of farmer-driven techniques to reduce
antibiotics  to  a  wider  range  of  EU  regions,  and  (iv)  develop  and  explore  innovative
approaches to reduce synthetic vitamin use and propose acceptable vitamin and plant
nutrition sources, based on thorough systems analysis and R&D. (v) The products and
management practices will be evaluated in different pedo-climatic and farming conditions
in the EU and Mediterranean third countries. (vi)  RELACS will  develop implementation
roadmaps  by  analysis  of  the  socio-economic  conditions  required  for  acceptance  and
adoption of alternatives and provide scientific support for relevant EU policies to develop
fair, reliable and implementable rules. (vii) Rapid dissemination and adoption of techniques
along the food value chain will be achieved via established dissemination structures in 12
European countries. RELACS builds on results of previous research projects and takes
forward  far  advanced  solutions.  The  multi-actor  approach  is  the  core  of  both,  the
consortium  and  the  project,  as  RELACS  was  developed  by  involving  actors  and
stakeholders from research, organic farmers, advisors and industry from the start.

Scheda con lista istituzioni partecipanti:



# Participant Organisation Name Short
name Country

1
Forschungsinstitut fuer Biologischen Landbau Stiftung 
(coordinatore)

FIBL Switzerland 

2 Fondazione Edmund Mach FEM Italy
3 Julius Kühn-Institut Bundesforschungsinstitut fuer Kulturpflanzen JKI Germany

4
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements 
European Union Regional Group3

IFOA
M-EU

Belgium 

5 Scotland’s Rural College SRUC
United 
Kingdom

6 Kopenhavns Universitet UCPH Denmark

7 Universitaet Hohenheim
UNIH

O
Germany

8 Centro Internazionale di Altistudi Agronomici Mediterranei IAMB Italy
9 Institut Technique de l ´Agriculture Biologique4 ITAB France

10
Johann Heinrich von Thuenen Institut, Bundesforschungsinstitut 
fuer laendliche Raeume, Wald und Fischerei

THUE Germany

11 NIBIO-Norsk Instituti for Biookonomi NiBIO Norway

12
Okologiai Mezogazdasagi Kutatointezet Kozhasznu non-profit 
KFT

OMKI Hungary

13 Trifolio-M GmbH TM Germany
14 SubstainTec GmbH SBT Switzerland
15 BiPA NV BiPA Belgium


